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Gisèle Boisvert of
L’Arche Mauricie
celebrating the
publication of Masters
of Social Inclusion

L’Arche Calgary members work with
other volunteers to build raised
garden beds in their neighbourhood
community garden then care for the
plants growing there.

Cover photo: L’Arche Québec and L’Arche
Canada contributed stories to Masters of
Social Inclusion, a project on the history of
social inclusion of people with intellectual
disabilities for Canada’s 150th.

L’Arche in Canada
29 communities and
2 projects in
9 provinces
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Letter from
L’Arche Canada Leaders
Five years ago, when Hollee and Gabrielle were named the national leaders, our
primary concern was ensuring that the priorities identified in the mandate were
moving forward. This accomplished, the impact of our activities at the local,
regional, and national level has become the focus. New opportunities have
opened up for L’Arche communities which L’Arche Canada supports in a variety
of ways.
Across the street from L’Arche Calgary’s office are two high-rise
apartments which provide affordable housing for tenants of diverse
backgrounds and needs: immigrant families, people with disabilities and others.
As in many high-rises, the tenants don’t know each other. The isolation and
feelings of loneliness are acute.
Calgary Housing, learning of L’Arche’s existence through its participation
in the neighbourhood association, the community garden, and the Immigrant
Women’s Society, has invited the community to be part of a shared use
agreement for the use of the common space in the building. The identified need
of the tenants is to create community within the building, create places where
people can connect, get to know each other, and make friends.
This opportunity was the result of the community connecting with
the neighbourhood, the people and the organizations. Through this, they
learned of the needs around them. L’Arche Calgary will now partner with other
neighbourhood groups in making their neighbourhood and the world a better
place.
Engage in our diverse cultures, working together toward a more human
society is the third point of L’Arche’s mission statement. L’Arche Calgary is fully
living the mission through this project and others. In this Annual Report, you
will also see how L’Arche London is engaging with many partners to promote
belonging and inclusion. If you visit a L’Arche community or read our Newsletter
and the Foundation’s Impact Bulletin, you will see many examples from L’Arche
communities coast to coast.
As we share our experience with each other and with others, we realize
that L’Arche is living its mission of making the world a more human place,
neighbourhood by neighbourhood.
Peace,

Hollee Card
National Leader

John Rietschlin
Board Chair
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Letter from
L’Arche Canada Foundation President
and Board of Directors
The fiscal year ending March 31, 2018 was a year of learning and solidification.
We continued on the path of building greater security for the future of L’Arche
– even while we raise the funds needed to support L’Arche operations in the
current year. As with any great organization, we cannot rest until the financial
security of vital programs is permanently established.
We continue to dream of a national major gifts campaign that will benefit
every community in Canada and increase our national impact. To this end, we
have launched a national feasibility study this spring, the results of which will
be available in October 2018. The study results will determine the campaign
strategy. L’Arche Canada has committed to developing the inventory of projects
to be funded. We would then hope to launch the quiet phase of the campaign in
2019 – L’Arche Canada’s 50th anniversary!
L’Arche International has asked us to increase our commitment to
isolated L’Arche communities around the world. We explored a bold new
initiative – Global Funding Day – that would raise millions of dollars while
dramatically increasing the awareness of L’Arche. After a great deal of work, we
were not successful in addressing the concerns raised by L’Arche International
and move forward with this initiative. We remain committed to working with
L’Arche International to develop new methods of fundraising that will require
courage and taking measured risks – it is the only way we are going to grow
significantly.
During the past year, we have met the grant requests of L’Arche Canada
and L’Arche International even while supporting projects in communities across
this country. We have expanded our Planned Giving Program (The Jean Vanier
Society) and expanded the number of named family endowment funds, both
of which talk to a much brighter future for the L’Arche Canada Foundation and
L’Arche Canada.
We have taken the lead in pressing forward with plans to market L’Arche
in Canada and creating greater brand awareness. We believe that this will
benefit all parts of L’Arche in our great country and give us the opportunity to
raise considerably more funds to support the work of L’Arche.
We remain truly grateful for the blessings we receive each and every day
in the form of generous and passionate donors who truly believe that L’Arche
makes a profound difference in Canadian society. We will continue to work
diligently to continue to warrant your support and trust.
Respectfully yours,
Brian Dawkins
Board Chair for the
Board of Directors

Gary Sim
President and CEO

L’Arche London’s Gathering Place
One example of the increased impact
L’Arche communities are having across Canada
On a lovely midsummer’s morning, Bonjour Café is buzzing. Like every
successful café, it’s a relaxed yet elegant space with artwork by local artists,
indulgent treats, and good coffee. The servers are friendly and attentive. This
café, open on Thursday mornings, also serves a social purpose. It’s a space of
welcome created by the L’Arche London community for their neighbours in
Lambeth and the wider community of London, Ontario.
Bonjour Café is the brainchild of Melissa, a member of the L’Arche London
community. “I wanted to have my own coffee shop.” She’s one of several people,
with and without intellectual disabilities, who do a variety of jobs at the café.
For M
 elissa, it’s a solid employment experience. “Hopefully, I can get a job
where I can be a cashier... That’s my dream.”
The collective spirit is part of what makes the café special. Team m
 embers
are proud of their work, help each other succeed, and enjoy serving their
customers. Their ‘regulars’ include the community’s many friends and supporters

The Gathering Place is important to me
because all of my friends are there. It has a big
kitchen and Joslyn is going to train all of us as
to how to use the equipment in it. – Gloria
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The Retired Teachers of Ontario present
Laurel and Jim a cheque from a grant to
support the Monday Morning Music Club,
a joyful place that celebrates the unique
voice of each person. 120 people regularly
come together to make music with their
friends. The club’s tee shirt says it all,
“Ask me why I love Monday mornings!”

If the heart is beating, then we
got rhythm, and we can share
that in the drumming circle.
– Laurel
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who invite guests to discover this
welcoming space. Then, there are the
neighbours curious about what’s going
on in this beautiful new building on
Colonel Talbot Road, the village main
street.
Bonjour Café became a reality
through the support of the Ontario
Trillium Foundation through their Seed
funding program. It’s just a part of
what’s happening in L’Arche London’s
new community inclusion hub, the
Gathering Place, yet it represents many
aspects of its success and challenges:
• The collective commitment of a
wide range of members, supporters,
donors, volunteers, neighbours, and
civic leaders;
• Listening to the voices of all,
especially persons overlooked in our
busy world, helping them name and
pursue their goals, and welcoming
their contributions;
• Welcoming a diverse group of
people, building connections and
capabilities that radiate out into the
broader community.

As the provision of programs and services
continues to expand at the Gathering Place, there
will be hundreds of individuals with intellectual
disabilities who will be the beneficiaries of your
generosity. This investment of today will pay
dividends for years to come! – Arthur and Sonia
Labatt, Capital Campaign Honourary Chairs

A new dream and a wider circle of dedicated people
The dream for the London Gathering Place began in the hearts and minds of
several people. “Imagine if we had a fully accessible space where everyone
feels welcome and included.” “Imagine what activities we could offer if we
didn’t need to move equipment each day.” “Imagine if L’Arche had a more
visible presence, a space to welcome and support more people, and build more
connections in the wider community.”
Inspired by a generous legacy gift and support from a L’Arche Canada
National Grant, a $2.5 million Capital Campaign was launched in 2013. Through
the hard work of volunteers, professionals, and community members, and the
support of hundreds of donors, construction on the 8000 square foot facility
began in 2016. On a beautiful day in September 2017, representatives of three
levels of government joined L’Arche to celebrate the Grand Opening of the
Gathering Place.
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New connections and opportunities
The new Gathering Place is a beautiful, accessible space that allows L’Arche
London to offer opportunities to more people. When Joseph began facing health
issues, he knew he had to widen his daughter Joelle’s circle of support. A chance
encounter led them to L’Arche. Joelle soon made friends and found activities she
enjoys.

My daughter from the time we
arrived at the music club to the end
was smiling and greatly enjoying
the participation of the L’Arche
individuals. My sister believes as I do
that we were guided by our Guardian
Angel to this wonderful place. – Joe

Joelle and her dad, Joe

Natalie was already working at Starbucks when she and her mother Janet, who
runs the Lambeth Gardens centre, discovered the Bonjour Café. They bring
friends to enjoy the warm atmosphere. Janet encouraged Natalie to apply for a
job at the café. Natalie enjoys the company of her co-workers and takes pride in
serving her customers.
We don’t have room to share stories of all the new life, activities, and
connections taking place at the Gathering Place – still in its first year! Here are
a few highlights:
• Through a L’Arche Canada Growth
Grant, an Arts Educator is helping
individuals explore their creativity
in a wide range of media. With
students from Jean Vanier
Elementary School, L’Arche artists
collaborated on In the Image of
God... I Belong, celebrating the
beauty, similarities, and differences
that we share.
• The Seniors Drumming Circle, made
possible through a New Horizons
for Seniors grant, welcomes
seniors of all abilities including
neighbours and long-term
volunteers.
• L’Arche London is partnering with
Participation House Support
Services, Hutton House, and the
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London Arts Council in Healing
through the Arts funded by an
Investing In Justice grant. This
program honours the resiliency
and spirit of institutional survivors
through six-week “open studios”
where participants create art
drawn from their stories in an
atmosphere of encouragement and
freedom of expression.
• A new Westminster College
Foundation grant is supporting a
bi-weekly L’Arche London “open
mic” Coffee House.
• The Gathering Place property is a
significant community asset with
a corner garden provided by the
Lambeth Horticultural Society,
accessible garden beds built by a

volunteer with seedlings provided
by the Civic Garden Society, and
a nature trail supported by TD
Friends of the Environment, the
City of London, and the Upper
Thames Valley Conservation
Authority.
• In the fully equipped Snoezelen
room, participants with sensory,
cognitive, and physical disabilities
engage in therapeutic sensory
experiences.

• Other activities include drama,
volunteering, adaptive cooking
classes, skill and volunteer
development, and a wellness
centre for physical care and
therapy.
• Monthly potlucks, bi-weekly
ecumenical worship services, and
special events welcome more
people to connect with the L’Arche
community.

Renewing the vision and experience of L’Arche
for the long-term
The Gathering Place is a hub of new activity, connections, and outreach, yet
there is a calm at the centre. It’s nourished by a spirit of presence, respect,
and care for each person, the community, and the earth. This balance between
action and mindfulness, between extending the mission and nurturing the spirit
of L’Arche, is essential.
In the next year, L’Arche London will evaluate the Gathering Place. As
always, they will listen to all voices, discerning where the community is called
to grow. The goal is to continue to have a real impact in the lives of more
people while remaining faithful to the vision of L’Arche for years to come.

Before this building was erected, I didn’t even know
what L’Arche was all about... people care and enjoy
each other’s company. – Janet

L’Arche Canada
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
Year ended March 31

2018

2017

REVENUE
L'Arche Canada Foundation Operating
Contributions

$1,400,000

$1,376,037

Contributions for externally restricted funds

346,451

863,736

Dues

850,037

794,962

Other

176,830

152,455

2,773,318

3,187,190

Support for Mission and communities

937,719

852,713

Priorities

879,514

674,437

National office and governance

479,480

404,562

International support

575,776

532,745

Direct community and regional support

166,039

661,649

EXPENDITURES

Return of donation to L’Arche Canada
Foundation
Deficiency of revenue over expenditures
Net assets, beginning of year
Net assets, end of year

Revenues (2018)

280,049
3,406,155

(265,210)

(218,965)

862,112

1,081,077

$596,902

$862,112

Expenditures (2018)
L’Arche Canada
Foundation
Operating
Contributions
$1,400,000

Externally
restricted funds
$346,451

–
3,038,528

National office
and governance
$479,480

Support for Mission
and communities
$937,719

31%

50%
13%

29%

16%
31%

Dues
$850,037

10 – A nnual R eport 2017-2018

6%

Other
$176,830

19%

International
support
$575,776

5%

Direct
community
and regional
support
$166,039

Priorities
$879,514

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL
POSITION
2018

2017

$750,352

$684,460

232,001

458,960

2,952

634,981

62,525

117,882

$1,047,830

$1,896,283

$430,015

$340,041

20,913

634,981

-

59,149

450,928

1,034,171

Internally restricted

57,270

203,332

Externally restricted

184,859

198,780

Regional restricted

235,606

182,350

Unrestricted

119,167

277,650

596,902

862,112

$1,047,830

$1,896,283

March 31
ASSETS
Cash and investments
Accounts receivable
Loans receivable
Other assets

LIABILITIES
Payables and accruals
Loans payable
Deferred revenue
NET ASSETS

L’Arche Canada Board Members
Thierry Boyer · Brian Dawkins · Donna Diskos (Treasurer) · Terrence Downey
Vincent Kazmierski · Nancy Marenick · John Rietschlin (Chair)
Paul Vogel
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L’Arche Canada Foundation
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
Year ended March 31

2018

2017

$1,402,917

$1,816,615

Grants from foundations

639,539

811,878

Bequests

324,873

412,160

92,550

207,146

2,459,879

3,247,799

REVENUE
General donations

Investment income and other

EXPENDITURES
Salaries and benefits

450,275

427,322

Advertisting, direct mail and printing

232,320

188,459

Purchased services

135,062

175,076

Rent, office and administration

132,511

99,499

22,270

13,267

Travel, training and meetings

3,715

2,670

976,153

906,293

Excess of revenues over expenditures before grants

1,483,726

2,341,506

Grants to L'Arche

1,622,970

1,510,523

109,538

818,756

Amortization

Grants to L'Arche communities
(Deficiency) excess of revenues over expenditures

(248,782)

12,227

Net assets, beginning of year

2,609,204

2,596,977

186,585

–

$2,547,007

$2,609,204

Endowments
Net assets, end of year

0

$3,247,799
$2,459,879
$1,000,000

$2,000,000
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2017

Grants to L’Arche

$1,510,523

2018

2018

2017

Revenues

$3,000,000

0

$1,622,970
$500,000

$1,000,000

$1,500,000

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
2018

2017

$3,179,704

$2,614,660

241,454

223,131

Loans receivable

20,913

204,981

Other assets

18,248

34,148

$3,460,319

$3,076,920

$100,767

$89,536

812,545

378,180

913,312

467,716

1,500,000

–

March 31
ASSETS
Cash and investments
Accounts receivable

LIABILITIES
Payables and accruals
Deferred revenue

NET ASSETS
Internally restricted
Endowments

186,585

–

Unrestricted

860,422

2,609,204

2,547,007

2,609,204

$3,460,319

$3,076,920

L’Arche Canada Foundation Board Members

Cash and investments

Endowments

2017

2017

Brad Badeau (Vice Chair) · Brian Dawkins (Chair)
Jamie Golombek (Treasurer) · Peter Howlett · Grant Kaminski (Secretary)
Anne Marie Meehan · John Rietschlin · Randal Van de Mosselaer

0

$3,179,704
$1,000,000

$2,000,000

$3,000,000

$0

2018

2018

$2,614,660

0

$186,585
$50,000

$100,000

$150,000
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President’s Circle of Donors
The President’s Circle of Donors recognizes the generous people, foundations and
corporate donors who gave $5,000 or more
during the period April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018.

Leaders $100,000+
Succession of Martin Marier · Estate of Surinder Sarwal
Patrick and Barbara Keenan Foundation · Windswept Farm Fund
Alvin & Geraldine Morris

Partners $50,000+
Richard Rooney & Laura Diner · Arrell Family Foundation · BMO Financial Group
CIBC – Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce · The Molson Foundation

Benefactors $25,000+
Estate of Mairi Teresa St. John Macdonald · Jeanne Badeau
Griggs Family Foundation · Estate of Denis Joseph Havaletz

Friends $10,000+
Several anonymous donors at this level and
Robert S. Leon · Dennis Murphy · The Sook Ching Foundation
Victor & Maureen Dodig · Estate of Elizabeth Anne Buckley
Unifor Social Justice Fund · Alexander Christ
Roasters Foundation · The Sam Sobara Charitable Foundation
Charles & Sandra Gallant

Supporters $5,000+
Several anonymous donors at this level and
Gerrard & Kathie Rocchi · Estate of Lydia Kaluzhna
Love and Light Mercy Fund · Margaret Black · Don E. Langill · Eric Snider
Michel de Salaberry · The Rudolph P. Bratty Family Foundation
Mark & Laura Dottori-Attanasio · The Joan and Clifford Hatch Foundation
Patricia Simpson · Eva-Maria Taylor · Teresa Reilander
The Anne McGrath Endowment Fund

14 – A nnual R eport 2017-2018

The Jean Vanier Society
The names below represent the
generous donors who have informed
us that they plan to leave a bequest
or an estate gift to L’Arche in their will.
We are grateful for their dedication
to L’Arche and for making the work of
L’Arche part of their own legacy.
Martin Bilodeau · Wendy Bulloch
L. Patrick Callaghan · Ernest Canton
Hollee Card · Barry M. Cromarty
Christopher English
Don & Julia Flumerfelt
Carmella‑Theresa French
Anastasia Lam · Dr. Laurie Lemieux
Paul Lennon · Dean and Ann Levitt
Patricia MacDonald
Kenneth A. MacKenzie
Lois Nauta · Charlotte Prata
John & Donna Rietschlin
Gerrard Rocchi · Michel de Salaberry
Eric Snider · Stuart & Mary Swan
Tom Thomas · Peter van Zyl
John Vetere
And there are many other members
of the Jean Vanier Society who wish
to remain anonymous.

Endowments
Alvin & Geraldine Morris
Endowment Fund
Germain Leclair Endowment Fund
Grant & Lynnette Kaminski Family
Endowment Fund
John & Donna Rietschlin Family
Endowment Fund

Artwork: L’Arche London

Kennedy Family Endowment Fund
Lethbridge Community
Endowment Fund
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L’Arche Canada is delighted to welcome
the new project of L’Arche Fredericton
which will become the second L’Arche
community in New Brunswick.

Welcome,
Fredericton!
L’Arche Canada Foundation
10271 Yonge Street, Suite 300
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 3B5
Phone: (905) 770-7696
Toll Free: 1 (800) 571-0212
Email: info@larchefoundation.ca
www.larchefoundation.ca
www.facebook.com/larche.canada/
Twitter @LArcheCanada
Instagram larchecanadaen

The Philosophy of L’Arche, I find,
is directly connected to what
AQIS hopes to do, which is to
allow people (with intellectual
disabilities) to be truly anchored,
to have a life, to participate in
society. – Anik Larose, Executive
Director, Association du Québec
pour l’intégration sociale

Charitable Registration
No. 88990 9719 RR0001
This Annual Report presents the
highlights of our national work over
the past year and provides a summary
of L’Arche Canada and L’Arche Canada
Foundation’s financial statements.
For the full audited financial statements,
please visit www.larchefoundation.ca

